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Commissioner Choucair speaks with Claretian Associates’ 
NCP Director Jackie Samuel. Behind them are LISC  
Chicago Executive Director Susan Vasquez and CDPH’s 
Erica Salem June 12, 2012.

Healthy Chicago Interagency Council 

While each City of Chicago agency has a unique mission 
to fulfill, many departments are nonetheless positioned to 
positively influence the health of Chicagoans.  Throughout 
this report examples of these efforts abound.  Bike lanes, 
farmers markets, tobacco retailer licensing, urban agricul-
ture, Head Start nutrition efforts, exposure to violence data 
collection, ordinance development and other activities are 
all led by City departments that have committed to work in 
partnership with CDPH to implement Healthy Chicago.   

Since the release of Healthy Chicago, 15 departments and 
staff from the Mayor’s Office meet bi-monthly as the Healthy 
Chicago Interagency Council.  The Council shares informa-
tion, leverages programming, and works to identify opportu-
nities to better promote and support Healthy  
Chicago.   Convened by CDPH, Council members include:  
the Departments of Family and Support Services,  
Transportation, Law, Police, Aviation, Cultural Affairs and 
Special Events, Housing and Economic Development,  
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection, Fleet and 
Facility Management, Innovation and Technology, and the 
Mayor’s Office for Persons with Disabilities; the Chicago 
Park District, the Chicago Public Schools, and the Chicago 
Housing Authority.

Moving Forward

Without question, collaborations and partnerships are 
critical to the attainment of Healthy Chicago goals.  The 
partnerships established during the first 16 months of 
implementation have been successful and will be sustained 
moving forward.  Yet there is more work to be done and 
more partnerships to be established.   

CDPH welcomes the opportunity to work with individuals, 
organizations and existing partnerships to implement  
activities that will lead to an even healthier Chicago.    
Beyond direct involvement, the department also wants to 
promote the health improvement activities of others.  We 
encourage others to share their stories or seek CDPH’s 
partnership by emailing us at  
healthychicago@cityofchicago.org.
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V. HEALTHY CHICAGO FUNDING

Healthy Chicago activities are supported through several 
mechanisms, including:

	 • Alignment of existing resources with priorities,
 	 • Aggressive pursuit of new funding,
 	 • Strategic partnerships to secure resources, and
 	 • Continuation grant funding.

Alignment of Resources

Positioning CDPH to successful implement Healthy Chicago 
necessitated some organizational shifts.  The Department 
more intently focused on core public health functions while 
at the same time identifying appropriate partners to assume 
responsibility for the delivery of other services.

CDPH re-directed just under $1 million to support the transi-
tion of tuberculosis clinical care to the Cook County Health 
and Hospital Systems.  CDPH continues carrying out the 
disease surveillance and disease control work. 

The primary care services transition, discussed earlier in 
this report, includes an investment of over $4 million in 
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs), and $500,000 
was redirected to increase community-based psychiatric 
services.  

Tobacco prevention funding was realigned to increase the 
City’s investment in community prevention grants, and for 
2013, the City has dedicated over $1.4 million for a new 
mobile Vision Program for CPS students. This investment 
will ensure that 30,000 students who fail their vision  
screening will receive a visit with an optometrist and  
eyeglasses if necessary. 

New Healthy Chicago Grants 

In the first year of Healthy Chicago implementation, a total 
of $32 million in new funding for Healthy Chicago activities 
was awarded to CDPH and its partners.

Grants to CDPH: CDPH received over $9 million in new 
grants (to be used over the next 5 years) in support of 

Healthy Chicago priorities. These grant-funded projects 
cover seven priority areas and are outlined below.

	 • �Immunization Infrastructure Improvement funds a 
partnership with Chicago’s network of  
Federally Qualified Health Centers to modify  
electronic health records systems across the 
health centers to support evidence-based  
immunization strategies for adults and  
adolescents. (U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), $700,000)

	 • �The PlayStreets Initiative supports the  
development of a new partnership with both  
citywide and community-based agencies to  
combat obesity and heart disease by  
temporarily shutting down neighborhood streets to 
create safe, accessible spaces for physical activ-
ity. As noted earlier, the 60 events were  
conducted in 2012. (Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Illinois, $150,000)

	 • �CareVan services have been expanded from a 
sole focus on immunization services to include a 
broader focus on the provision of educational  
information related to all Healthy Chicago  
priorities at community events across the city. 
(Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois, $167,000)

	 • �Targeted HIV behavioral surveillance among 
young men (ages 13-17 years) who have sex with 
men yields information to better inform and target 
CDPH’s prevention and care services. (CDC, 
$594,000)

	 • �Immunization capacity building efforts focus on 
strengthening the effectiveness and quality of 
practices by improving immunization information 
systems, educating healthcare providers about 
appropriate handling and storage of immuniza-
tions, supporting public health department  
insurance billing systems, and expanding the 
adult immunization delivery system. (CDC, 
$1,000,000)
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		  • �The Green Healthcare initiative works 
with  
hospitals to implement sustainability ac-
tions  
focusing on energy efficiency and waste  
reduction. (U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, $123,000)

	 • �Lead-based paint hazard reduction funds support 
the removal of lead hazards in homes of young 
children who either have elevated blood lead 
levels or are at risk of exposure to lead.   (HUD, 
$3,000,000)

	 • �The Chicago Dating Matters Initiative works to 
prevent teen dating violence among students at 
23 Chicago high schools. (CDC, $1,750,000)

	 • �Diabetes translational research activities are  
conducted in collaboration with the University of 
Chicago’s Health Information Technology  
Research Extension Center and use  
diabetes-related data in translational research, 
the delivery of public health interventions, and 
surveillance and sharing data activities. (National 
Institutes of Health, $440,000)

	 • �Expanding coordination of mental health,  
substance abuse, and HIV screening in  
community-based service agencies ensures that 
those with multiple issues are diagnosed and  
referred to care through the Minority AIDS  
Initiative Targeted Capacity Expansion program. 
(SAMHSA, $1,352,000) 

Grants Through Strategic Partnerships: Since the 
release of Healthy Chicago, CDPH partnered with the 
Chicago Public Schools to secure over $23 million in new 
funding to support Healthy Chicago priorities. 

	 • �In late 2011, the Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Project was funded to support work in select 
high schools in high need communities.  The 
evidence-based program includes peer support, 
youth development, and health services.  (HHS, 
$1,585,000)

	 • �In 2012, a Community Transformation grant was 
awarded to support Healthy CPS, an initiative of 
Healthy Chicago.   Grant funds will be used to 
improve policies and systems to encourage  
access to and consumption of healthy foods, 
reduce tobacco use, increase physical activ-
ity, improve nutrition, and promote mental and 
emotional well-being among the all CPS students.  
This effort also unites CDPH and CPS with a  
network of community partners as well as the 
City’s Department of Transportation and the  
Chicago Park District.   (CDC, $4,400,000 million)

Continuation Funding in Support of Healthy Chicago 
Priorities

During the first year of implementation CDPH received 
$91.2 million in annual continuation funding to support 10 of 
the 12 Healthy Chicago priority areas. 
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